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was offered in the Senate by Anthony and adopted by 29
to 18. It provided for a select committee to investigate
-only such subjects as the Senate should designate.

One of the things stumbled on by the Patterson Com-
mittee was the "general order" system in the New York
Custom-House, which led'up to the Leet and Stocking
scandal, one of the most exasperating incidents of the
Grant regime. Leet had been a member of General
Grant's staff. The Patterson Committee found that he
was enjoying the rank and pay of a colonel in the army,
and also of a clerk in the War Department, and was receiv-
ing an additional income, estimated at $50,000 per year,
for the warehousing of imported goods in New York,
without the expenditure of any labor or capital of his own
and without even his personal presence in New York, he
being a resident of Washington City. All goods arriving
by the Cunard and Bremen lines were sent by the collec-
tor's order to the Leet and Stocking warehouse, and were
required to pay one month's storage whether they
remained there a month or only a day, the cost being not
less than $1.50 per package. This "general order" sys-
tem had been devised before the Republican party came
into power. It was flourishing in 1862.1 Collector Grin-
nell, Grant's first appointee to that position, found it in
force when he came into office. Before it was devised
the arriving goods had been stored temporarily in ware-
houses belonging to the steamship companies, adjacent
to the docks, without cost to the owners.

When the Patterson Committee made this discovery
they reported the facts personally to the Secretary of the
Treasury (Boutwell), who appointed a board of three
officers of the department to make an independent inves-
tigation. This board made a report sustaining the find-

1 See House report No. 50, 87th Congress, 3d session, page 88.1 Cong. Globe, 1871, p. 688.
